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20th Anniversary Spring Debt
Reduction Drive Starts Soon
The annual Dordt College Spring Debt
Reduction Drive will be conducted during
the third week of March this year, with gift
envelopesto be receivedin the church offertories on Sunday, March 23.
All funds receivedthrough the drive will
be used for debt retirement on academic
building loans, accordingto Mr. Lyle Gritters,
chairman of the drive committee.
Letters explaining the goalsand progress

of the Dordt College debt reduction program
will be mailed to the constituency about
March 10. Gift envelopes will be included
with eachletter.
You are asked to place your gift envelope in the church offertory on Sunday,
March 23. Many churches are also designating one of the offerings on that Sunday
for the drive. If you choose, your gift envelope may also be mailed directly to Dordt.

NEED
Dordt's building debts are separated into two categories: (1) loans on auxiliary
buildings (3 dormitories, dining hall, and student union) which currently total about
$2 million, and (2) loans on academic buildings (library, science building, P.E. building,
and classroombuilding complex) which total over $600,000.
First, the constituency isn't askedto contribute anything towards the debt repayment
obligations on the auxiliary building loans (no. 1). These are long term loans and the
repayment scheduleshave been set up so that students pay for the amortization of these
loans through room rent and food servicechargesas well as income receivedthrough the
operation of the student union.
However, Dordt also has a yearly debt repayment obligation on the various academic
building loans (no. 2) of $65,800. THIS IS WHERE DORDT NEEDS YOUR HELP IN ITS
DEBT REDUCTION PROGRAM!
Dordt has only one source of funds to meet its contractual debt repayment obligations: the Spring Debt Reduction drive. That's why the drive is so vitally important
to the college.

GOAL
The goal for this 20th Anniversary Drive has been set at $65,800. That is the total
amount which is due and payable this year on the various academicbuilding loans. Dordt
simply cannot afford to budget anything for making this payment. Therefore, we must
and do rely solely on this Drive to come up with the $65,800.

PARTICIPATION
Last year, over B,ooO people voluntarily participated in the drive, a remarkably high
percentage of all those contacted. $1, $5, $10, $100, or $500 -- the size of your
gift isn't nearly as important as your participation. We need and pray for your participation!
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From the President's
by Rev. B.J.

Pen
Hoon

Needless to Say ...?
I thought it might be helpful to put off
until later what I first intended to write about
in this issue of the Voice, and spend a little
time with a letter to the Banner by the Rev.
Jacob Hoogland. His letter was given the caption, "Which Sphere Sovereignty?"
It appeared in the February 7, 1975 issue of the
£anner, p. 25.
Now'
realize that not a few people are
growing weary of the debate over sphere sovereignty.
Yet it is an important matter and
both the denial and the affirmation of this
principle carry extremely vital implications
for one's world-and-life view.
What made me happy about brother
Hoogland's letter was his forthright acceptance of sphere sovereignty as "taught by Dr.
H. Meeter in his book Calvinism," and his
obvious endorsement of Dr. A Kuyper's view
on sphere sovereignty. The Rev. Hoogland is,
of course, concerned about what he thinks is
a departure from Kuyper's view on the subject. He puts it this way, "The point at stake
is whether the Bible is the ultimate authority
on sphere sovereignty as Dr. A. Kuyper held,
or whether each of the spheres has its own
principle which must be discovered."
It is good to know that one of our older
ministers who sat under Jellema and Bouma
adheres to sphere sovereignty.
He is by no
means ready to call H. Meeter's or A. Kuyper's view of sphere sovereignty unreformed
and unbiblical.
He knows better than to do
that. For then much in Reformed scholarship
and very much in the decisions of the Synods
of the Christian Reformed Church would
have to be declared unreformed and unbiblical.
I don't think that is going to happen,
Permit rne also to underscore brother
Hoogland's position.
It so happens that my
view and that of Dordt College is also the
view of sphere sovereignty as taught by H.
Meeter and A Kuyper and accepted by
Hoogland. Any view which casts doubt upon
the ultimate authority of the Bible on sphere
sovereignty must be vigorously condemned
and will be, with God's help, at Dordt
College. But, by the same token, Dordt will
stand its ground over against those who
~Q..ndemr:!sphere sovereignty as taught by H.
Meeter and A Kuyper.
I t strikes me that once we g~t past the
question of the validity and necessity of the
sphere sovereignty principle, a fruitful discussion on the Biblical basis of sphere sovereignty as seen by A Kuyper, H. Meeter and
many others can and should take place. We
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may have to begin by asking whether Hoogland properly describes "the point at stake",
or whether he improperly places the Bible
and the principles governing each of the
spheres over-against each other. But that discussion, interesting though it will be, will
have to wait until later.

News from the Office of
Admissions and Financial Aid
Applications for admission are coming in
at a good rate from all parts of the United
States and Canada. It is hoped that more students will be encouraged to seek a Christian
education at one of our colleges 'instead of
the public institutions.
Last year was a
banner year for admissions and we appreciate
the encouragement of the students and parents to seek a Christ-centered education at
Dordt.
The Dean of Students reports that
housing arrangements will be made as soon as
possible with the students who have made
application for admission for the 1975-1976
school year.
Due to changes in the need analysis
formula used by the College Scholarship Service in determining the students eligibility for
financial aid, it appears that more students
will be receiving aid next year than the
current year. Many of the students who were
not eliqlble last year will possibly be eligible
for financial aid next year. The expected
contribution
of parents for their son's or
daughter's expenses will be decreased considerably by the new formula.
An example of what this means in terms
of dollars for aid can be illustrated by the
following case:
John Jones age 44 has a wife and four
children, the oldest of which plans to attend
college next year. John makes $14,700 per
year at his job as a truck driver which is the
extent of the family income, He owns his
home which has a market value of $42,000
and a mortgage of $20,000.
His bank
account, both savings and checking, along
with other assets is $500.
He has no other
equity in terms of real estate and investments.
He pays approximately $1,700 in taxes (state
and federal), There are no unusual medical or
emergency expenses and no anticipated expenditures in. these areas. The College Scholarship Service's evaluation of the parental

contribution
in this case would be approximately $900. It is also expected that John's
daughter would be able to contribute $300
from her summer-earnings and "savinqs. The
total family
contribution
would then be
$1,200.
In comparison to last year's evaluation the family would have been required to
contribute approximately $2,050.
If the college costs were determined to
be $3,300 which included tuition, books,
room, board, transportation
and allowance
for clothes and spending money, then the
college would attempt to help the Jones
family obtain $2,100 in financial assistance.
This may be done with grants, scholarships,
loans and work.
If a family is not able to meet the expected contribution,
they may apply for the
necessary amount in a Federally Insured noninterest bearing loan,
Generally it may be said that any student who has a financial need which can be
demonstrated by filling out a financial aid
statement should be able to receive the necessary funds to obtain his education,
Due to the fact that there will be an
increased number of eligible students for financial aid, there will be a greater demand
for funds and if the appropriations are not
increased by the government, the college will
have no other choice than to make awards to
the needy students who have applied for admission and financial aid at an early date.
This means that it will be extremely important for students to get their application for
admission in as soon as possible to the admissions office and the Parents Confidential
Statement form (which may be obtained
from the high school or college) to the address located inside the form.
If there are any parents or students who
have questions about the forms to use or
methods in determining aid for themselves,
they may contact Mr. Howard Hall, Director
of Admissions and Financial Aid at Dordt
College, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or call at
712-722-3771
answer.

Extension
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Homecoming
Each year during February there is
"Home Coming" at Dordt College. Alumni
and-students join together in celebration with
a variety of programmed events, climaxed by
a basketball game. This year's event was most
enjoyable.
One is more and more impressed with
the growing number of Dordt alumni, and
their influence in our churches and communities throughout the States and Canada. We
have always said that we want to be judged in
the light of our products.
We still say that,
When we visit with alumni throughout the
land, what. we hear and see makes us very
grateful to the Lord.
That which is most
gratifying is the noticeable loyalty of our
alumni to the instituted church, to Christian
schools, and to other Kingdom concerns.
We only wish it were possible to maintain an even greater degree of fellowship and
interaction. We'll keep trying.
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Special Subscriber Development
Fund Reaches $100,000 Mark
A few months ago, the Special Subscriber Organization
Development
Fund went
over the $100,000 mark, an important milestone in the. history of this organization.
It is truly noteworthy what can be accomplished when a group of God's people
join hands in undertaking an extremely important, vital task for God's Kingdom. With
annual membership

gifts ranging from $25 to

$200, this group of. people have been able to
put together a fund balance which represents
an urgently needed source of financial stability for Dordt College today.
If you are not a member, you might be
asking by now, "Wait a minute 1 What is the
Special Subscriber Organization?
I've never

heard of it! And what is the purpose of this
organization?"
First of all, what is the Special Subscriber Organization?
It is a group of Christian
men and women who, realizing the special
character and needs of a society-operated
Christian college, give "extra support" support to Dordt through their contributions of
$25 or more per year to the Organization.
This support is over and above their regular
giving to the campaigns among the general
constituency for operational and building expenditures.
Membership donations which the Special
Subscriber
Organization
receives from its
members are placed in a development fund
which is supervised by the members through
a Board of Directors.
Each year at the annual meeting a report
on the progress of the Development Fund is
presented. If at any time the members desire
to allocate part or all of the monies in the
Development Fund for a special need at the
college, they are free to recommend the same
to the Board of Trustees. However, it is the
basic purpose of the S-pecial Subscriber Organization to withdraw funds only when the
situation is urgently required because of an
emergency situation.
This development fund represents an extremely important source of financial stability for Dordt College today. It is the beginning of a mandatory "cushion" between
financial reversal and financial disaster. All
colleges are expected to have some kind of
special financial backing. Accreditation agencies look for, practically demand this as a prerequisite to obtaining and holding accreditation.
When a college is examined for accreditation, one of the aspects of the college which
is closely scrutinized is the financial health
stability of the school. Examiners look very
closely at the yearly financial statements (is
the school operating in the black and does it
have a loyal, broad gift supportipg constituency) and the financial stability of the school
(is there some reserve or cushion). The examining agency will absolutely not accredit any
college that, in the agency's opinion, would
topple with a one or two year financial setback.
The Special Subscriber
Development
Fund stands as a tremendously
important
"first line of defense" against a financial disaster.
That's why the college Board of
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Trustees has placed so much emphasis and
strongly encourages the continuing development of a strong Special Subscriber Organization.
Oordt hereby salutes the 600 men and
women who are members of the Special Subscriber Organization and who have helped the
organization reach the $100,000 level. Congratulations!

ETCETERA
The annual banquet of the Dordt College
Special Subscriber Organization will be held
Friday evening, April 18, in the Dordt Gymnasium, starting at 6:30 p.m. Tickets may
be ordered by writing or calling the college.
**********

The 1974 Fall Foundation
Day Drive is
nearing completion, having alreaev reached
an all-time record high total of $80,500. It
is expected that the final total will hit the
$81,000 mark.
Dordt is extremely pleased
by this generous response and offers a heartfelt "thank you" to the thousands who participated.
**********

Saturday, February 8 was Homecoming Day
for Oordt Alumni as hundreds came out for a
full afternoon and evening of activities that
included an afternoon variety show, a banquet featuring Jerry Vander Pol of Lynden,
Washington as the main attraction, and an
exciting evening basketball game against Central College of Pella, Iowa.
**********

World-famous opera star Muriel Costa-Greenspon recently performed a 24 piece concert
to a sizeable listening audience in Dordt's
auditorium singing pieces from Handel, Wolf,
Mahler, and Verdi.
**********

The annual Dordt College Society Voting
Members Board Meeting will be held on
March 17 and 18 starting with an evening
dinner on March 17 for all Board members.
**********

Spring Vacation at Dordt starts Thursday
March 20. Classes will reconvene Tuesday
rnominq, April 1.
Dordt's Concert Choir
will go on tour during vacation, with performances scheduled in Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Ontario, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
**********

Dordt College is sponsoring a "Conference on
Hermeneutics" for CRC ministers to be held
Tuesday and Wednesday, April 22 and 23.
Speakers will be Dr. Fred Klooster, Dr. Gordon Spvkrnan, and Dr. David Holwerda.
***"'******

Commencement exercises this year will be
held Friday, May 9 starting at 10 a.m. in
Dordt's Gymnasium. Commencement speaker will be Dr. Norman E. Harper, Department
Chairman and Associate Professor of Christian Education at the Reformed Theological
Seminary in Jackson, Mississippi.
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Siouxland Community Blood Bank personnel
were on campus in February.
A sizeable
number of students donated blood. Dordt received a very nlee thank you letter from the
Blood Bank in which they expressed the
following sentiments regarding Dordt students:
"Your "Students have our complete
admiration. Our staff has not quit exclaiming
about their attitude, self-control, etc.... it
gave us a new insight to-many things."

Memorial Collection Grows
The Dordt College Archives and Dutch
Memorial Collection is now about a year old.
It contains a growing amount of material reflecting the history, lives, and culture of our
people in this area. And our people are increasingly showing an interest in this project.
The collection is located in the lower
floor of the Dordt library and enjoys the cooperation of the library staff.
This article tells you of just a few of the
interesting items in the collection.
A Dutch Staaten
Bible beautifully
printed 'and illustrated, dated 1626, was presented by Dr. Peter Van Seek, retired professor at our college.
A collection of 88 letters written by
pioneers of the Burlington and Pella areas,
dated from 1846 to 1873, and directed
mostly to J.A. Wormser of Amsterdam. They
give valuable information on the life of the
early settlers.
The letters were typed from
the originals in the Netherlands in the Dutch
language and then reproduced on microfilm,
the form in which we have them. The gift of
Dr. J. Stellingwerff, Director of Libraries of
the Free University of Amsterdam.
The complete issues of De Heraut, 18771940, on microfilm.
ThiS-periodical
was
founded by Dr. Abraham Kuyper and served
as his mouthpiece for many years. We also
have the bound volumes, donated by the tate
Joe Mulder and Miss Fannie Mulder.
We expect soon to receive microfilm
copies of De Volksvriend.
published
in
Orange City from 1874 to 1948, containing a
wealth of information about the history of
this area. The microfilming is a joint venture
of Dordt, Calvin, Northwestern and Hope
Colleges and of the Iowa State Historical
Society.
The Honorable Mr. Charles Hoeven of
Alton, Iowa, who represented the 6th District
of Iowa. in Congress for many years, kindly
presented to our collection some curios and
memorabilia of his service in Washington.
There include, among others, a brick from the
original White House, a proof Eisenhower
dollar mounted in a case by the U.S. Mint,
portraits of the Presidents Kennedy and
Eisenhower and of Mr. Hoeven, reprints of
historical documents and a Nixon letter.
Interesting also are copies of articles
about Dordt College that appeared in two
Dutch newspapers, Dordts Dagblad and De
Rotterdamer.
We have acquired a considerable amount
of historical material about our churches,
schools, and other institutions as well as
about area settlements, much of it in the
form of books and memorial and anniversary
booklets.
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Dord.

Family

Front row - Joe, Mary, Joan, Christy (a granddaughter)
Second row - Betty, Dr. and Mrs. Vreeman, Willie,
Willie's husband Dave Ahrenholz,
and Fred;
Back row - Steve, Tom, Jane, Jerry

There's a family in Muskegon, Michigan
that Dcrdt College should really appreciate.
Why?
Because seven of the children have
either graduated from or are presently attending Dordt College.
And, according to
one of the children attending Dordt, the last
three children will definitely
continue the
trend.
The ten past, present, and future
Dordt students are the children of Dr. and
Mrs. Gary Vreeman of Muskegon, Michigan.
Since graduating from Western Christian
High School of Hull, Iowa, Dr. Gary Vreeman
son of Mr. and Mrs. Hein Vreeman, retired
Sioux Center farmer, raised these ten children
and started a long list of accomplishments.
At 18, Gary became principal of the
Sioux Center Christian Grade School for one
year.
After three years of World War 11
fighting in Germany, he returned to Sioux
Center to teach business for five years at
Western Christian High. After that he taught
for three years in the Alameda Christian
School, Alameda, California; five years at the
Sheldon Christian School, Sheldon, Iowa; and
was principal at the Rose Park Christian
School, Holland, Michigan, for six years.
Meanwhile, Gary attended summer
school for about 15 years, to get a B.A. and
M.A. degree. Leaving his post as principal
in Holland, he then commuted across the
state to Ann Arbor to get a Ph. D. in four
years at the Univ. of Michigan.
For the
past four years, he has been Executive Director of Muskegon Community Mental Health,
a psychological institution that has 12 different centers and 300 employees. On the side,
he has his own private practice, and teaches
for the Univ. of Michigan's graduate school.
How did it happen that seven of his kids
have gone or are going to Dordt?
Tom Vreeman explained in an interview,
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"We Vreeman's generally think alike as a
family.
We value the same type of things."
Tom said they value highly everything Dordt
gives, especially the excellent education and
good Christian perspective in education. He
said he continually
absorbs the perspective
offered at Dordt:
The philosophy that
Jesus Christ is Lord of all parts of life.
Tom said that they had an added incentive to come to Dordt, because their grandparents said they could live with them during
their freshman year at Dordt, thus providing
free room and board. He said that the oldest
daughter, Willie, loved it so much at Dordt
that the next daughter, Betty decided to
come.
After the next two went, Tom said
that no question remained in the minds of
the family that Dordt was the best school.
"Fred will be coming to Dordt in two
years,. too,"
Tom said of his brother, a
junior in high school.
"There's no doubt
about it!"
The four graduates have spread out,
from WasHington State to New Jersey. Willie,
27, taught for two years in Holland, Michigan
and then founded and ran a nursery school
for two years. She is now married to Dave
Ahrenholz, a principal of Mt. Vernon Christian School in Washington_
Betty, 25, has been Professor of Drama
Cit William Jewell College in Libertine, Missouri for the past three years. She obtained
an M.A
in drama from Central Michigan
University in one year after graduating from
Dordt in three years.
A philosophy and music major, 24 year
old Jerry has completed two years at Calvin
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and currently has an internship at a
church there. About 1% years ago he married

Coranne Peters of Sheldon, Iowa, a former
music major at Dordt.
The v.eeman's
fourth, Jane, is working
in the Princeton University Library, while
her husband Wayne Ribbens is studying for
his Ph.D. in Theoretical Physics. Wayne, the
son of Dordt's VicePresident, graduated from
Dordt with top honors and three majors.
Tom, a senior, has a major in Psychology
and in Sociology.
h. head counselor of the
men's dorm he has charge over 200 students,
which absorbs about 20 hours of his time
each week. "At times I like the job, and at
times I don't,"
Tom commented, but he is
glad he has the position.
As a whole, "1
really enjoy it here," Tom stated.
After
graduating Tom plans to marry Jacki Peters
of Sheldon, a sophomore at Dordt. Jacki is
his brother Jerry's sister-in-law.
.
A junior, Mary 20, is majoring in elementary education.
Having worked as a
recreational aide for mentally retarded children, she hopes to go into special education.
Mary is a counsellor of about 35 girls in her
dorm.
Steve, 18, has his eye on entering polltics. The Freshman intends to major both in
sociology and in history.
"I don't know,"
Steve said, "but I might go to law school,"
emphasizing political law.
Three others are still in Muskegon:
Fred, 16, a junior in Muskegon Christian
High School; Joel, 14, a freshman there; and
Joan 13, an 8th grader in Muskegon Christian
Grade School.
While raising the ten children, Mrs.
Vreeman had a daily radio program for 11
years, and for the past four years has produced one program a week to be broadcast in
India by the Back to God Hour. Recognized
as an outstanding mother, in 1966 she became Mrs. Michigan, and took part in the
national pageant.
The Vreemans are obviously extremely
busy. And the students could have gone to
colleges in Michigan for much less money.
(They pay their own tuition,
room and
board.] But if Gary Vreeman would start his
life over again, he and his family would want
to end up almost the same way.

Dordt College has received fine memorial gifts from Mr. and Mrs. Jacob H. Pilon,
Mr. Gene Pilon and Mr. Stan J. Pilon in loving
memory of their mother and grandmother,
Mrs. Anna Pilon
Lynden, Washington
May the Lord comfort the sorrowing loved
ones through His Covenant Promises and His
Sustaining Grace in their bereavement.
In loving memory of
Mr. John Van Osten

of
Kalamazoo, Michigan
from Mrs. Thomas Huizenga and the Dykehouse family of Kalamazoo.

